May 23, 2021 – Pentecost

Explosion of Christianity

Ezekiel 37:1-14
1
The hand of the Lord was on me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of the Lord and set me in the
middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led me back and forth among them, and I saw a great many bones on
the floor of the valley, bones that were very dry. 3 He asked me, "Son of man, can these bones live?"
I said, "Sovereign Lord, you alone know."
4
Then he said to me, "Prophesy to these bones and say to them, 'Dry bones, hear the word of the Lord!
5
This is what the Sovereign Lord says to these bones: I will make breath enter you, and you will come to life. 6 I
will attach tendons to you and make flesh come upon you and cover you with skin; I will put breath in you, and
you will come to life. Then you will know that I am the Lord. '"
7
So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I was prophesying, there was a noise, a rattling sound,
and the bones came together, bone to bone. 8 I looked, and tendons and flesh appeared on them and skin
covered them, but there was no breath in them.
9
Then he said to me, "Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to it, 'This is what the
Sovereign Lord says: Come, breath, from the four winds and breathe into these slain, that they may live. '" 10 So I
prophesied as he commanded me, and breath entered them; they came to life and stood up on their feet—a
vast army.
11
Then he said to me: "Son of man, these bones are the people of Israel. They say, 'Our bones are dried
up and our hope is gone; we are cut off. ' 12 Therefore prophesy and say to them: 'This is what the Sovereign
Lord says: My people, I am going to open your graves and bring you up from them; I will bring you back to the
land of Israel. 13 Then you, my people, will know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves and bring you up
from them. 14 I will put my Spirit in you and you will live, and I will settle you in your own land. Then you will
know that I the Lord have spoken, and I have done it, declares the Lord. '" Ezekiel 37:1-14 NIV
1.
2.
3.
4.

Who is Ezekiel? When did he live and where did he come from?
What did he mean “the hand of the Lord was on me”?
What do the dry bones represent? Where do you think this place was?
What is God telling Ezekiel through this experience?

Acts 5:33-42
33
When they heard this, they were furious and wanted to put them to death. 34 But a Pharisee named
Gamaliel, a teacher of the law, who was honored by all the people, stood up in the Sanhedrin and ordered that
the men be put outside for a little while. 35 Then he addressed the Sanhedrin: “Men of Israel, consider carefully
what you intend to do to these men. 36 Some time ago Theudas appeared, claiming to be somebody, and about
four hundred men rallied to him. He was killed, all his followers were dispersed, and it all came to nothing. 37
After him, Judas the Galilean appeared in the days of the census and led a band of people in revolt. He too was
killed, and all his followers were scattered. 38 Therefore, in the present case I advise you: Leave these men alone!
Let them go! For if their purpose or activity is of human origin, it will fail. 39 But if it is from God, you will not be
able to stop these men; you will only find yourselves fighting against God.”
40
His speech persuaded them. They called the apostles in and had them flogged. Then they ordered
them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go.
41
The apostles left the Sanhedrin, rejoicing because they had been counted worthy of suffering disgrace
for the Name. 42 Day after day, in the temple courts and from house to house, they never stopped teaching and
proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the Messiah. Acts 5:33-42 NIV
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Why does Christianity explode and spread just as Jesus said it would?
Who is Gamaliel? Who did he teach?
Why was he concerned and speaking up?
Why were the apostles rejoicing? How should we react when we are persecuted?

John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15
26
"When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father —the Spirit of truth who goes
out from the Father—he will testify about me. 27 And you also must testify, for you have been with me from the
beginning.
4b
I did not tell you this from the beginning because I was with you, 5 but now I am going to him who sent
me. None of you asks me, 'Where are you going? ' 6 Rather, you are filled with grief because I have said these
things. 7 But very truly I tell you, it is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Advocate will not
come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. 8 When he comes, he will prove the world to be in the wrong
about sin and righteousness and judgment: 9 about sin, because people do not believe in me; 10 about
righteousness, because I am going to the Father, where you can see me no longer; 11 and about judgment,
because the prince of this world now stands condemned.
12
"I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. 13 But when he, the Spirit of truth,
comes, he will guide you into all the truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and
he will tell you what is yet to come. 14 He will glorify me because it is from me that he will receive what he will
make known to you. 15 All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will receive from me
what he will make known to you."
John 15:26-27,16:4-15 NIV
1. Who is the Advocate? What is the Advocate’s role?
2. What was it Jesus didn’t Jesus tell them in the beginning? Why did He wait? Verse 4b
3. Why did Jesus have to go back to Heaven before the Holy Spirit could come?

