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9:18-22)

Paul's Conversion: Why did he give it all up? (Acts

Acts 1:12-26
12
Then the apostles returned to Jerusalem from the hill called the Mount of Olives, a Sabbath day's walk
from the city. 13 When they arrived, they went upstairs to the room where they were staying. Those present
were Peter, John, James and Andrew; Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew; James son of Alphaeus
and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14 They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the
women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers.
15
In those days Peter stood up among the believers (a group numbering about a hundred and twenty) 16
and said, "Brothers and sisters, the Scripture had to be fulfilled in which the Holy Spirit spoke long ago through
David concerning Judas, who served as guide for those who arrested Jesus. 17 He was one of our number and
shared in our ministry."
18
(With the payment he received for his wickedness, Judas bought a field; there he fell headlong, his
body burst open and all his intestines spilled out. 19 Everyone in Jerusalem heard about this, so they called that
field in their language Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.)
20
"For," said Peter, "it is written in the Book of Psalms: "'May his place be deserted; let there be no one
to dwell in it,' and, "'May another take his place of leadership. '
21
Therefore it is necessary to choose one of the men who have been with us the whole time the Lord
Jesus was living among us, 22 beginning from John's baptism to the time when Jesus was taken up from us. For
one of these must become a witness with us of his resurrection."
23
So they nominated two men: Joseph called Barsabbas (also known as Justus) and Matthias. 24 Then
they prayed, "Lord, you know everyone's heart. Show us which of these two you have chosen 25 to take over this
apostolic ministry, which Judas left to go where he belongs." 26 Then they cast lots, and the lot fell to Matthias;
so he was added to the eleven apostles. Acts 1:12-26 NIV
1.
2.
3.
4.

How many of the apostles were present in the upper room? Were they alone?
How did Peter describe Judas? Were the disciples angry and hateful towards Judas?
Could Judas have loved Jesus and still not believed?
What was the criteria for choosing Judas’ replacement?

Acts 9:18-22
18
Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul’s eyes, and he could see again. He got up and was
19
baptized, and after taking some food, he regained his strength.
Saul spent several days with the disciples in Damascus. 20 At once he began to preach in the synagogues
that Jesus is the Son of God. 21 All those who heard him were astonished and asked, “Isn’t he the man who
raised havoc in Jerusalem among those who call on this name? And hasn’t he come here to take them as
prisoners to the chief priests?” 22 Yet Saul grew more and more powerful and baffled the Jews living in Damascus
by proving that Jesus is the Messiah. Acts 9:18-22 NIV
1. What happened to Saul in verse 18? Expand on what is described.
2. It was three days from the incident on the road to when Ananias laid hands on Saul. What do you think
was going through Saul’s mind during that time?
3. How could Saul make such a radical change in so short a time?
John 17:11b-19
11b

Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name, the name you gave me, so that they
may be one as we are one. 12 While I was with them, I protected them and kept them safe by that name you
gave me. None has been lost except the one doomed to destruction so that Scripture would be fulfilled.

13

"I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, so that they may have the
full measure of my joy within them. 14 I have given them your word and the world has hated them, for they are
not of the world any more than I am of the world. 15 My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but
that you protect them from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. 17 Sanctify them by
the truth; your word is truth. 18 As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world. 19 For them I
sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified. John 17:11b-19 NIV
1. How does God protect us? Does that mean we will not suffer?
2. Was Judas pre-ordained to be lost or is Jesus saying he knew Judas would fall a way? Did Jesus love
Judas? Think about this. Look at chapter 6 and 13.
3. Where is our home? How are we kept sanctified? What is sanctification?

