April 18, 2021 – Third Sunday of Easter

“Timing is Everything”

Acts 3:11-21
11
While the man held on to Peter and John, all the people were astonished and came running to them in the
place called Solomon’s Colonnade. 12 When Peter saw this, he said to them: “Fellow Israelites, why does this surprise
you? Why do you stare at us as if by our own power or godliness we had made this man walk? 13 The God of Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified his servant Jesus. You handed him over to be killed, and you
disowned him before Pilate, though he had decided to let him go. 14 You disowned the Holy and Righteous One and
asked that a murderer be released to you. 15 You killed the author of life, but God raised him from the dead. We are
witnesses of this. 16 By faith in the name of Jesus, this man whom you see and know was made strong. It is Jesus’ name
and the faith that comes through him that has completely healed him, as you can all see.
17
“Now, fellow Israelites, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did your leaders. 18 But this is how God fulfilled
what he had foretold through all the prophets, saying that his Messiah would suffer. 19 Repent, then, and turn to God, so
that your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord, 20 and that he may send the Messiah,
who has been appointed for you—even Jesus. 21 Heaven must receive him until the time comes for God to restore
everything, as he promised long ago through his holy prophets.
Acts 3:11-21 NIV
1. Read Acts 3:1-10
2. Where was Solomon’s Colonade? What is significant about where it was located?
3. Why did this man continue to hold onto Peter and John?
4. What is the “time of refreshing”?
5.
1 John 3:1-7
1
See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what
we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2 Dear friends, now we are children of God,
and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when Christ appears, we shall be like him, for we
shall see him as he is. 3 All who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure.
4
Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness. 5 But you know that he appeared so that he might
take away our sins. And in him is no sin. 6 No one who lives in him keeps on sinning. No one who continues to sin has
either seen him or known him.
7
Dear children, do not let anyone lead you astray. The one who does what is right is righteous, just as he is
righteous.
1 John 3:1-7 NIV
1. What does it mean to be called a child of God? What will we be like?
2. What is verse 3 talking about?
3. How do verses 4 -10 help us understand verse 3?
4. Can we save ourselves; referring to vs. 3?
Luke 24:36-49
36
While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with
you.”
37
They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost. 38 He said to them, “Why are you troubled, and
why do doubts rise in your minds? 39 Look at my hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not
have flesh and bones, as you see I have.”
40
When he had said this, he showed them his hands and feet. 41 And while they still did not believe it because of
joy and amazement, he asked them, “Do you have anything here to eat?” 42 They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43 and
he took it and ate it in their presence.
44
He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written
about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.”
45
Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 46 He told them, “This is what is written:
The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 47 and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be
preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 I am going to send
you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.”
Luke 24:36-49 NIV
1. Was Jesus there before they knew He was there?

2. Why would they be frightened? Hadn’t the women and Peter and John been to the tomb?
3. How did they know this was really Jesus? What were some of the ways they knew? What was the most
important way they knew?
4. Verse 44 -- John 5:39 and 46 and of Luke 24:27.
5. He says “while I was still with you”. Isn’t He there?

April 25, 2021 – Fourth Sunday of Easter

“Empty Tomb”

Acts 4:1-12
1
The priests and the captain of the temple guard and the Sadducees came up to Peter and John while they were
speaking to the people. 2 They were greatly disturbed because the apostles were teaching the people, proclaiming in
Jesus the resurrection of the dead. 3 They seized Peter and John and, because it was evening, they put them in jail until
the next day. 4 But many who heard the message believed; so the number of men who believed grew to about five
thousand.
5
The next day the rulers, the elders and the teachers of the law met in Jerusalem. 6 Annas the high priest was
there, and so were Caiaphas, John, Alexander and others of the high priest’s family. 7 They had Peter and John brought
before them and began to question them: “By what power or what name did you do this?”
8
Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: “Rulers and elders of the people! 9 If we are being called to
account today for an act of kindness shown to a man who was lame and are being asked how he was healed, 10 then
know this, you and all the people of Israel: It is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom
God raised from the dead, that this man stands before you healed. 11 Jesus is
“‘the stone you builders rejected,
which has become the cornerstone.’
12
Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to mankind by which we must be
saved.”
Acts 4:1-12 NIV
1 John 3:16-24
16
This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for
our brothers and sisters. 17 If anyone has material possessions and sees a brother or sister in need but has no pity on
them, how can the love of God be in that person? 18 Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions
and in truth.
19
This is how we know that we belong to the truth and how we set our hearts at rest in his presence: 20 If our
hearts condemn us, we know that God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. 21 Dear friends, if our hearts
do not condemn us, we have confidence before God 22 and receive from him anything we ask, because we keep his
commands and do what pleases him. 23 And this is his command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and to
love one another as he commanded us. 24 The one who keeps God’s commands lives in him, and he in them. And this is
how we know that he lives in us: We know it by the Spirit he gave us. 1 John 3:16-24 NIV
Matthew 28:11-15
11
While the women were on their way, some of the guards went into the city and reported to the chief priests
everything that had happened. 12 When the chief priests had met with the elders and devised a plan, they gave the
soldiers a large sum of money, 13 telling them, “You are to say, ‘His disciples came during the night and stole him away
while we were asleep.’ 14 If this report gets to the governor, we will satisfy him and keep you out of trouble.” 15 So the
soldiers took the money and did as they were instructed. And this story has been widely circulated among the Jews to
this very day.
Matthew 28:11-15 NIV

