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Numbers 21
When the Canaanite king of Arad, who lived in the Negev, heard that Israel was coming along the road to
Atharim, he attacked the Israelites and captured some of them. 2 Then Israel made this vow to the LORD: “If you
will deliver these people into our hands, we will totally destroy their cities.” 3 The LORD listened to Israel’s plea and
gave the Canaanites over to them. They completely destroyed them and their towns; so the place was named
Hormah.
The Bronze Snake
4

They traveled from Mount Hor along the route to the Red Sea, to go around Edom. But the people grew
impatient on the way; 5 they spoke against God and against Moses, and said, “Why have you brought us up out of
Egypt to die in the wilderness? There is no bread! There is no water! And we detest this miserable food!”
6
Then the LORD sent venomous snakes among them; they bit the people and many Israelites died. 7 The
people came to Moses and said, “We sinned when we spoke against the LORD and against you. Pray that the LORD
will take the snakes away from us.” So Moses prayed for the people.
8
The LORD said to Moses, “Make a snake and put it up on a pole; anyone who is bitten can look at it and
9
live.” So Moses made a bronze snake and put it up on a pole. Then when anyone was bitten by a snake and looked
at the bronze snake, they lived.
The Journey to Moab
10

The Israelites moved on and camped at Oboth. 11 Then they set out from Oboth and camped in Iye
Abarim, in the wilderness that faces Moab toward the sunrise. 12 From there they moved on and camped in the
Zered Valley. 13 They set out from there and camped alongside the Arnon, which is in the wilderness extending into
Amorite territory. The Arnon is the border of Moab, between Moab and the Amorites. 14 That is why the Book of
the Wars of the LORD says:
“. . . Zahab in Suphah and the ravines, the Arnon 15 and the slopes of the ravines that lead to the settlement
of Ar and lie along the border of Moab.”
16
From there they continued on to Beer, the well where the LORD said to Moses, “Gather the people
together and I will give them water.”
17
Then Israel sang this song:
“Spring up, O well! Sing about it, 18 about the well that the princes dug, that the nobles of the people
sank— the nobles with scepters and staffs.”
Then they went from the wilderness to Mattanah, 19 from Mattanah to Nahaliel, from Nahaliel to Bamoth,
20
and from Bamoth to the valley in Moab where the top of Pisgah overlooks the wasteland.
Defeat of Sihon and Og
21

Israel sent messengers to say to Sihon king of the Amorites:
22
“Let us pass through your country. We will not turn aside into any field or vineyard, or drink water from
any well. We will travel along the King’s Highway until we have passed through your territory.”
23
But Sihon would not let Israel pass through his territory. He mustered his entire army and marched out
into the wilderness against Israel. When he reached Jahaz, he fought with Israel. 24 Israel, however, put him to the
sword and took over his land from the Arnon to the Jabbok, but only as far as the Ammonites, because their border
was fortified. 25 Israel captured all the cities of the Amorites and occupied them, including Heshbon and all its
surrounding settlements. 26 Heshbon was the city of Sihon king of the Amorites, who had fought against the former
king of Moab and had taken from him all his land as far as the Arnon.
27
That is why the poets say:
“Come to Heshbon and let it be rebuilt; let Sihon’s city be restored. 28 “Fire went out from Heshbon, a blaze
from the city of Sihon. It consumed Ar of Moab, the citizens of Arnon’s heights. 29 Woe to you, Moab! You are
destroyed, people of Chemosh! He has given up his sons as fugitives and his daughters as captives to Sihon king of
the Amorites.
30
“But we have overthrown them; Heshbon’s dominion has been destroyed all the way to Dibon. We have
demolished them as far as Nophah, which extends to Medeba.”
31
So Israel settled in the land of the Amorites.
32
After Moses had sent spies to Jazer, the Israelites captured its surrounding settlements and drove out the
Amorites who were there. 33 Then they turned and went up along the road toward Bashan, and Og king of Bashan
and his whole army marched out to meet them in battle at Edrei.
34
The LORD said to Moses, “Do not be afraid of him, for I have delivered him into your hands, along with
his whole army and his land. Do to him what you did to Sihon king of the Amorites, who reigned in Heshbon.”

35

So they struck him down, together with his sons and his whole army, leaving them no survivors. And
they took possession of his land.
1.
2.
3.
4.

Why would the Israelites promise to totally destroy the Canaanites? What does that mean?
What impact did their victory have on their future behavior?
What made them discouraged?
Are the people starting to understand God’s reaction to disobedience? Are they aware of their sin?

Hebrews 5:1-10
Every high priest is selected from among the people and is appointed to represent the people in matters
related to God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. 2 He is able to deal gently with those who are ignorant and are
going astray, since he himself is subject to weakness. 3 This is why he has to offer sacrifices for his own sins, as
well as for the sins of the people. 4 And no one takes this honor on himself, but he receives it when called by God,
just as Aaron was.
5
In the same way, Christ did not take on himself the glory of becoming a high priest. But God said to him,
“You are my Son; today I have become your Father.”
6
And he says in another place, “You are a priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek.”
7
During the days of Jesus’ life on earth, he offered up prayers and petitions with fervent cries and tears to
the one who could save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission. 8 Son though he was,
he learned obedience from what he suffered 9 and, once made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for
all who obey him 10 and was designated by God to be high priest in the order of Melchizedek.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Where is the high priest from? What lineage?
What were the characteristics of someone who would be the high priest?
How did Christ fulfill the qualifications of a high priest?
What does “he learned obedience” and “once made perfect” mean?
Who is Melchizedek?

Mark 10:35-45
35
Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to him. “Teacher,” they said, “we want you to do for us
whatever we ask.”
36
“What do you want me to do for you?” he asked.
37
They replied, “Let one of us sit at your right and the other at your left in your glory.”
38
“You don’t know what you are asking,” Jesus said. “Can you drink the cup I drink or be baptized with the
baptism I am baptized with?”
39
“We can,” they answered.
Jesus said to them, “You will drink the cup I drink and be baptized with the baptism I am baptized with,
40
but to sit at my right or left is not for me to grant. These places belong to those for whom they have been
prepared.”
41
When the ten heard about this, they became indignant with James and John. 42 Jesus called them together
and said, “You know that those who are regarded as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials
exercise authority over them. 43 Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your
servant, 44 and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all. 45 For even the Son of Man did not come to be served,
but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”
1. Why do you think James and John thought they could tell Christ “we want you to do for us whatever
we ask.”?
2. Explain what Jesus meant by “drink the cup” and “the baptism I am baptized with”?
3. Why was Jesus so gentle with these two?
4. How are we at “being a slave to all”?

