Fourth Sunday After the Epiphany, January 31, 2021 New Year—Same Junk
Romans 7:12-25
12
So then, the law is holy, and the commandment is holy, righteous and good. 13 Did that which is good, then,
become death to me? By no means! Nevertheless, in order that sin might be recognized as sin, it used what is good to
bring about my death, so that through the commandment sin might become utterly sinful.
14
We know that the law is spiritual; but I am unspiritual, sold as a slave to sin. 15 I do not understand what I do.
For what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate I do. 16 And if I do what I do not want to do, I agree that the law is
good. 17 As it is, it is no longer I myself who do it, but it is sin living in me. 18 For I know that good itself does not dwell in
me, that is, in my sinful nature. For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out. 19 For I do not do the
good I want to do, but the evil I do not want to do—this I keep on doing. 20 Now if I do what I do not want to do, it is no
longer I who do it, but it is sin living in me that does it.
21
So I find this law at work: Although I want to do good, evil is right there with me. 22 For in my inner being I
delight in God’s law; 23 but I see another law at work in me, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a
prisoner of the law of sin at work within me. 24 What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body that is
subject to death? 25 Thanks be to God, who delivers me through Jesus Christ our Lord!
So then, I myself in my mind am a slave to God’s law, but in my sinful nature a slave to the law of sin. Romans
7:12-25 NIV
1. Review the three uses of the Law in the Small Catechism.
2. What makes the Law spiritual?
3. How are we slaves to sin? (verse 14) Where is our hope? (verse 25)
2 Corinthians 4:7-18
7
But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us.
8
We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; 9 persecuted, but not abandoned;
struck down, but not destroyed. 10 We always carry around in our body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may
also be revealed in our body. 11 For we who are alive are always being given over to death for Jesus’ sake, so that his life
may also be revealed in our mortal body. 12 So then, death is at work in us, but life is at work in you.
13
It is written: “I believed; therefore I have spoken.” Since we have that same spirit of faith, we also believe and
therefore speak, 14 because we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus from the dead will also raise us with Jesus
and present us with you to himself. 15 All this is for your benefit, so that the grace that is reaching more and more people
may cause thanksgiving to overflow to the glory of God.
16
Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed
day by day. 17 For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all.
18
So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is
eternal. 2 Corinthians 4:7-18 NIV
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

What do “jars of clay” refer to? What is the treasure?
How was Paul being treated?
How do we carry the death of Jesus in our body?
How is death at work in Paul but life is at work in his listeners?
Explain verse 18

Mark 7:14-23
14
Again Jesus called the crowd to him and said, “Listen to me, everyone, and understand this. 15 Nothing outside
a person can defile them by going into them. Rather, it is what comes out of a person that defiles them.”
17
After he had left the crowd and entered the house, his disciples asked him about this parable. 18 “Are you so
dull?” he asked. “Don’t you see that nothing that enters a person from the outside can defile them? 19 For it doesn’t go
into their heart but into their stomach, and then out of the body.” (In saying this, Jesus declared all foods clean.)
20
He went on: “What comes out of a person is what defiles them. 21 For it is from within, out of a person’s heart,
that evil thoughts come—sexual immorality, theft, murder, 22 adultery, greed, malice, deceit, lewdness, envy, slander,
arrogance and folly. 23 All these evils come from inside and defile a person.” Mark 7:14-23 NIV
1. What defiles a person? How?
2. If Jesus declared all foods clean why did the Law given to Moses declare some foods unclean?
3. What are the evils described and where do the come from?

