Second Sunday After the Epiphany, January 17, 2021 New Year—New Goal: I Will Be Faithful
1 Samuel 3:1-10
1
The boy Samuel ministered before the LORD under Eli. In those days the word of the LORD was rare; there were
not many visions.
2
One night Eli, whose eyes were becoming so weak that he could barely see, was lying down in his usual place. 3
The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the house of the LORD, where the ark of God was.
4
Then the LORD called Samuel. Samuel answered, “Here I am.” 5 And he ran to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called me.”
But Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie down.” So he went and lay down.
6
Again the LORD called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called me.”
“My son,” Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie down.”
7
Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD: The word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to him. 8 A third
time the LORD called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called me.” Then Eli
realized that the LORD was calling the boy. 9 So Eli told Samuel, “Go and lie down, and if he calls you, say, ‘Speak, LORD,
for your servant is listening.’” So Samuel went and lay down in his place.
10
The LORD came and stood there, calling as at the other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” Then Samuel said, “Speak,
for your servant is listening.” 1 Samuel 3:1-10 NIV
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Read 1 Samuel 1. Why was the boy Samuel with Eli? How old was he?
What does it mean to minister to the Lord? 1 Samuel 3:1, Psalm 100
How many times did God call Samuel before he could recognize his voice?
Why do you think it took Samuel so long to recognize the Lord?
What did God tell Samuel and did it come to pass? 1 Samuel 3:13-14, 1 Samuel 4: 10-18

Revelation 2:8-11
8
“To the angel of the church in Smyrna write:
These are the words of him who is the First and the Last, who died and came to life again. 9 I know your
afflictions and your poverty—yet you are rich! I know about the slander of those who say they are Jews and are not, but
are a synagogue of Satan. 10 Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer. I tell you, the devil will put some of you in
prison to test you, and you will suffer persecution for ten days. Be faithful, even to the point of death, and I will give you
life as your victor’s crown.
11
Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches. The one who is victorious will not be
hurt at all by the second death. Revelation 2:8-11 NIV
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How are these people rich?
How is the church in Smyrna being faithful?
If they are faithful, why are they going to suffer? Why only 10 days?
What comfort is found in these verses? See Is 41:10

John 1:43-51
43
The next day Jesus decided to leave for Galilee. Finding Philip, he said to him, “Follow me.”
44
Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from the town of Bethsaida. 45 Philip found Nathanael and told him, “We have
found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote —Jesus of Nazareth, the son of
Joseph.”
46
“Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?” Nathanael asked. “Come and see,” said Philip. 47 When
Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, he said of him, “Here truly is an Israelite in whom there is no deceit.”
48
“How do you know me?” Nathanael asked. Jesus answered, “I saw you while you were still under the fig tree
before Philip called you.”
49
Then Nathanael declared, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the king of Israel.” 50 Jesus said, “You
believe because I told you I saw you under the fig tree. You will see greater things than that.” 51 He then added, “Very
truly I tell you, you will see ‘heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending on’ the Son of Man.”
John 1:43-51 NIV
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Why did they follow Jesus?
What was different about Philip’s call?
Where were these 6 from?
How did Nathanael know Jesus is the Son of God?
What is significant about verse 51?

