First Sunday in Advent, November 29, 2020

“Oh, Rend the Heavens! We Are Longing!”

Isaiah 64:1-9
1
Oh, that you would rend the heavens and come down, that the mountains would tremble before you! 2 As
when fire sets twigs ablaze and causes water to boil, come down to make your name known to your enemies and cause
the nations to quake before you!
3
For when you did awesome things that we did not expect, you came down, and the mountains trembled
before you. 4 Since ancient times no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God besides you, who
acts on behalf of those who wait for him. 5 You come to the help of those who gladly do right, who remember your
ways.
But when we continued to sin against them, you were angry. How then can we be saved? 6 All of us have
become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags; we all shrivel up like a leaf, and like the
wind our sins sweep us away.
7
No one calls on your name or strives to lay hold of you; for you have hidden your face from us and have given
us over to our sins. 8 Yet you, LORD, are our Father. We are the clay, you are the potter; we are all the work of your
hand.
9
Do not be angry beyond measure, LORD; do not remember our sins forever. Oh, look on us, we pray, for we are
all your people. Isaiah 64:1-9 NIV
1.
2.
3.
4.

Why pray “rend the heavens”? Look at Mt 27:51
How did God answer this prayer?
Verse 4 (1 Cor 4:9) What has God done?
What does it mean “God has hidden his face from us”? Could we say that today?

1 Corinthians 1:3-9
3
Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
4
I always thank my God for you because of his grace given you in Christ Jesus. 5 For in him you have been
enriched in every way—with all kinds of speech and with all knowledge — 6 God thus confirming our testimony about
Christ among you. 7 Therefore you do not lack any spiritual gift as you eagerly wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be
revealed. 8 He will also keep you firm to the end, so that you will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God
is faithful, who has called you into fellowship with his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 NIV
1.
2.
3.
4.

What are Grace and Peace? How would you describe these two words?
What was the situation in the Corinthian church?
How would you explain verse 4, 5 & 6?
What is Paul’s message?

Mark 11:1-10
1
As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage and Bethany at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of
his disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and just as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there,
which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 3 If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ say, ‘The Lord
needs it and will send it back here shortly.’”
4
They went and found a colt outside in the street, tied at a doorway. As they untied it, 5 some people standing
there asked, “What are you doing, untying that colt?” 6 They answered as Jesus had told them to, and the people let
them go. 7 When they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks over it, he sat on it. 8 Many people spread their
cloaks on the road, while others spread branches they had cut in the fields. 9 Those who went ahead and those who
followed shouted,
“Hosanna!” “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” 10 “Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father
David!” “Hosanna in the highest heaven!” Mark 11:1-10 NIV
1. Why a colt?
2. When these two disciples follow Jesus’ instructions, what happens?
3. What is significant about Jesus entering Jerusalem riding upon a colt, rather than riding upon a great war
horse? See Zechariah 9:9
4. Who is shouting? Do they believe what they are saying?

