Last Sunday of the Church Year, November 22, 2020

Triumph!

Ezekiel 34:11-16
11
“‘For this is what the Sovereign LORD says: I myself will search for my sheep and look after them. 12 As a
shepherd looks after his scattered flock when he is with them, so will I look after my sheep. I will rescue them from all
the places where they were scattered on a day of clouds and darkness. 13 I will bring them out from the nations and
gather them from the countries, and I will bring them into their own land. I will pasture them on the mountains of Israel,
in the ravines and in all the settlements in the land.
14
I will tend them in a good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel will be their grazing land. There they will
lie down in good grazing land, and there they will feed in a rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. 15 I myself will tend
my sheep and have them lie down, declares the Sovereign LORD. 16 I will search for the lost and bring back the strays. I
will bind up the injured and strengthen the weak, but the sleek and the strong I will destroy. I will shepherd the flock
with justice. Ezekiel 34:11-16 NIV
1. What was the Lord responding to in verse 11?
2. Who are the “sleek and strong”?
3. What kind of shepherd will the Lord be?
1 Corinthians 15:20-28
20
But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep. 21 For since
death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man. 22 For as in Adam all die, so in Christ
all will be made alive.
23
But each in turn: Christ, the first fruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to him. 24 Then the end will
come, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father after he has destroyed all dominion, authority and power. 25
For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet.
26
The last enemy to be destroyed is death. 27 For he “has put everything under his feet.” Now when it says that
“everything” has been put under him, it is clear that this does not include God himself, who put everything under Christ.
28
When he has done this, then the Son himself will be made subject to him who put everything under him, so that God
may be all in all. 1 Corinthians 15:20-28 NIV
1. Read verses 12-19. What is verse 20 responding to?
2. What are “first fruits” and how does it apply to believers? Where does this term come from?
3. What does “hand over the kingdom to God” mean?
Matthew 25:31-46
31
“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his glorious throne. 32 All
the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the
sheep from the goats. 33 He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left.
34
“Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance,
the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 35 For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I
was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 36 I needed clothes and you
clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’
37
“Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you
something to drink? 38 When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? 39 When did
we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’
40
“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of
mine, you did for me.’
41
“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for
the devil and his angels. 42 For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to
drink, 43 I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in
prison and you did not look after me.’
44
“They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or
in prison, and did not help you?’
45
“He will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.’
46
“Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life. ” Matthew 25:31-46 NIV
1. Is anyone missing here?
2. Why is “the right” always equated with good?

3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

What or who do the sheep represent? The goats?
Explain verses 35-36. Why weren’t they aware of what they were doing?
What was the attitude of the goats in verse 44?
What differences do you see between verse 40 and 45?
Are good works necessary to salvation?

