Eighth Sunday After Pentecost, July 26, 2020

Letters From Exile: Under the Microscope

Ezekiel 36:22-38
22
"Therefore say to the Israelites, 'This is what the Sovereign Lord says: It is not for your sake, people of Israel,
that I am going to do these things, but for the sake of my holy name, which you have profaned among the nations where
you have gone. 23 I will show the holiness of my great name, which has been profaned among the nations, the name you
have profaned among them. Then the nations will know that I am the Lord, declares the Sovereign Lord, when I am
proved holy through you before their eyes.
24
"'For I will take you out of the nations; I will gather you from all the countries and bring you back into your
own land. 25 I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse you from all your impurities and from
all your idols. 26 I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of stone and
give you a heart of flesh. 27 And I will put my Spirit in you and move you to follow my decrees and be careful to keep my
laws. 28 Then you will live in the land I gave your ancestors; you will be my people, and I will be your God. 29 I will save
you from all your uncleanness. I will call for the grain and make it plentiful and will not bring famine upon you. 30 I will
increase the fruit of the trees and the crops of the field, so that you will no longer suffer disgrace among the nations
because of famine. 31 Then you will remember your evil ways and wicked deeds, and you will loathe yourselves for your
sins and detestable practices. 32 I want you to know that I am not doing this for your sake, declares the Sovereign Lord.
Be ashamed and disgraced for your conduct, people of Israel!
33
"'This is what the Sovereign Lord says: On the day I cleanse you from all your sins, I will resettle your towns,
and the ruins will be rebuilt. 34 The desolate land will be cultivated instead of lying desolate in the sight of all who pass
through it. 35 They will say, "This land that was laid waste has become like the garden of Eden; the cities that were lying
in ruins, desolate and destroyed, are now fortified and inhabited." 36 Then the nations around you that remain will know
that I the Lord have rebuilt what was destroyed and have replanted what was desolate. I the Lord have spoken, and I will
do it. '
37
"This is what the Sovereign Lord says: Once again I will yield to Israel's plea and do this for them: I will make
their people as numerous as sheep, 38 as numerous as the flocks for offerings at Jerusalem during her appointed
festivals. So will the ruined cities be filled with flocks of people. Then they will know that I am the Lord." Ezekiel 36:22-38 NIV
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How do we profane the name of the Lord? How does God use us to prove He is Holy?
How do verses 24-32 relate to Romans 7:21-25?
In what way does vs 25ff relate to baptism?
In vs 22 did we do anything to deserve His promise?

Matthew 13:44-52
44
“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it again, and then in his
joy went and sold all he had and bought that field.
45
“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. 46 When he found one of great value,
he went away and sold everything he had and bought it.
47
“Once again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was let down into the lake and caught all kinds of fish. 48
When it was full, the fishermen pulled it up on the shore. Then they sat down and collected the good fish in baskets, but
threw the bad away. 49 This is how it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come and separate the wicked from
the righteous 50 and throw them into the blazing furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
51
“Have you understood all these things?” Jesus asked. “Yes,” they replied.52 He said to them, “Therefore every
teacher of the law who has become a disciple in the kingdom of heaven is like the owner of a house who brings out of
his storeroom new treasures as well as old.” Matthew 13:44-52 NIV
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Why would he hide this treasure? Is he saying to hide the Gospel?
What are two lessons we can learn from the first two parables (44-46)?
Go back and read all of Mt 13. How would you answer Jesus in vs 51?
Could teacher of the law also include the Gospel? What does “storeroom of new treasures” to? See Mt 6:19-21

