Seventh Sunday After Pentecost, July 19, 2020

Letters From Exile: Dressing for the Occasion

Isaiah 61
1

The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, because the Lord has anointed me to proclaim good news to the
poor. He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives and release from darkness for
the prisoners, 2 to proclaim the year of the Lord 's favor and the day of vengeance of our God, to comfort all who
mourn, 3 and provide for those who grieve in Zion—to bestow on them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of joy
instead of mourning, and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair. They will be called oaks of righteousness, a
planting of the Lord for the display of his splendor.
4
They will rebuild the ancient ruins and restore the places long devastated; they will renew the ruined cities that
have been devastated for generations. 5 Strangers will shepherd your flocks; foreigners will work your fields and
vineyards. 6 And you will be called priests of the Lord, you will be named ministers of our God. You will feed on the
wealth of nations, and in their riches you will boast.
7
Instead of your shame you will receive a double portion, and instead of disgrace you will rejoice in your
inheritance. And so you will inherit a double portion in your land, and everlasting joy will be yours. 8 "For I, the Lord, love
justice; I hate robbery and wrongdoing. In my faithfulness I will reward my people and make an everlasting covenant
with them. 9 Their descendants will be known among the nations and their offspring among the peoples. All who see
them will acknowledge that they are a people the Lord has blessed."
10
I delight greatly in the Lord; my soul rejoices in my God. For he has clothed me with garments of salvation
and arrayed me in a robe of his righteousness, as a bridegroom adorns his head like a priest, and as a bride adorns
herself with her jewels. 11 For as the soil makes the sprout come up and a garden causes seeds to grow, so the Sovereign
Lord will make righteousness and praise spring up before all nations. Isaiah 61 NIV
1. Who is talking here? Has someone done this? Who?
2. How does Isaiah describe the results of the Messiah’s redeeming work and the effect it has upon God’s people?
See Isaiah 61:3b
3. What assurance does the Lord give us?
4. Why is Isaiah rejoicing?
5. What types of clothes do you want to be wearing when this is all over?
Matthew 22:1-14
1
Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying:2 "The kingdom of heaven is like a king who prepared a wedding
banquet for his son. 3 He sent his servants to those who had been invited to the banquet to tell them to come, but they
refused to come.
4
"Then he sent some more servants and said, 'Tell those who have been invited that I have prepared my dinner:
My oxen and fattened cattle have been butchered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding banquet. '
5
"But they paid no attention and went off—one to his field, another to his business. 6 The rest seized his
servants, mistreated them and killed them. 7 The king was enraged. He sent his army and destroyed those murderers
and burned their city.
8
"Then he said to his servants, 'The wedding banquet is ready, but those I invited did not deserve to come. 9 So
go to the street corners and invite to the banquet anyone you find. ' 10 So the servants went out into the streets and
gathered all the people they could find, the bad as well as the good, and the wedding hall was filled with guests.
11
"But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing wedding clothes.
12
He asked, 'How did you get in here without wedding clothes, friend? ' The man was speechless.
13
"Then the king told the attendants, 'Tie him hand and foot, and throw him outside, into the darkness, where
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. '
14
"For many are invited, but few are chosen." Matthew 22:1-14 NIV
1. How powerful was this “king”?
2. Who is the king and who is the son?
3. How many times were invitations sent?
4. Who ended up coming?
5. Who is the man without a robe?

