Sixth Sunday After Pentecost, July 12, 2020

“Letters From Exile: Emotional Return”

Haggai 2:1-5
1
on the twenty-first day of the seventh month, the word of the LORD came through the prophet Haggai: 2 “Speak
to Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, to Joshua son of Jozadak, the high priest, and to the remnant of the
people. Ask them, 3 ‘Who of you is left who saw this house in its former glory? How does it look to you now? Does it not
seem to you like nothing? 4 But now be strong, Zerubbabel,’ declares the LORD. ‘Be strong, Joshua son of Jozadak, the
high priest. Be strong, all you people of the land,’ declares the LORD, ‘and work. For I am with you,’ declares the LORD
Almighty. 5 ‘This is what I covenanted with you when you came out of Egypt. And my Spirit remains among you. Do not
fear.’
1. Who is this prophecy too?
2. What was different about this temple? Was it unusable?
3. What were they afraid of?
4. Were they in danger of “idol” worship?
5. What does God tell the people He wants and will do?
Ezra 3:10-13
10

When the builders laid the foundation of the temple of the LORD, the priests in their vestments and with
trumpets, and the Levites (the sons of Asaph) with cymbals, took their places to praise the LORD, as prescribed by David
king of Israel. 11 With praise and thanksgiving they sang to the LORD:
“He is good;
his love toward Israel endures forever.”
And all the people gave a great shout of praise to the LORD, because the foundation of the house of the LORD was
laid. 12 But many of the older priests and Levites and family heads, who had seen the former temple, wept aloud when
they saw the foundation of this temple being laid, while many others shouted for joy. 13 No one could distinguish the
sound of the shouts of joy from the sound of weeping, because the people made so much noise. And the sound was
heard far away.
1. What did the returning people do first?
2. What is significant about vs 10-11?
3. What was the focus of their praise?
4. Why did the older people weep at the laying of the foundation of the temple?
Matthew 13:18-23
18
“Listen then to what the parable of the sower means: 19 When anyone hears the message about the kingdom
and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in their heart. This is the seed sown
along the path. 20 The seed falling on rocky ground refers to someone who hears the word and at once receives it with
joy. 21 But since they have no root, they last only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word,
they quickly fall away. 22 The seed falling among the thorns refers to someone who hears the word, but the worries of
this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, making it unfruitful. 23 But the seed falling on good soil refers to
someone who hears the word and understands it. This is the one who produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty
times what was sown.” Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 NIV
1. What does the parable of the sower mean to you? Vs. 3-9
2. Why didn’t the disciples and those present understand the parable?
3. Is the parable comparing soil types or people?

