Fifth Sunday After Pentecost, July 5, 2020

Ezra Letters from Exile: Preoccupied

Haggai 1:5-6; 2:15-19
5

Now this is what the LORD Almighty says: “Give careful thought to your ways. 6 You have
planted much, but harvested little. You eat, but never have enough. You drink, but never have your fill. You put
on clothes, but are not warm. You earn wages, only to put them in a purse with holes in it.”
2:15 “‘Now give careful thought to this from this day on—consider how things were before one stone
was laid on another in the LORD’s temple. 16 When anyone came to a heap of twenty measures, there were only
ten. When anyone went to a wine vat to draw fifty measures, there were only twenty. 17 I struck all the work of
your hands with blight, mildew and hail, yet you did not return to me,’ declares the LORD. 18 ‘From this day on,
from this twenty-fourth day of the ninth month, give careful thought to the day when the foundation of the
LORD’s temple was laid. Give careful thought: 19 Is there yet any seed left in the barn? Until now, the vine and
the fig tree, the pomegranate and the olive tree have not borne fruit.
“‘From this day on I will bless you.’”
1. Why were they not satisfied?
2. What was God asking them to consider?
3. When was the foundation laid? How long had it been?
Romans 7:21-25a
21
So I find this law at work: Although I want to do good, evil is right there with me. 22 For in my inner being I
delight in God’s law; 23 but I see another law at work in me, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a
prisoner of the law of sin at work within me. 24 What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body that is
subject to death? 25 Thanks be to God, who delivers me through Jesus Christ our Lord! Romans 7:14-25 NIV
1.
2.
3.
4.

What is causing the struggle here?
Why can’t he follow the “law of his mind”?
What is he referring to when he says “law of the mind”?
What hope do we have? Are we ever free from the power of sin? When?

Matthew 11:25-30
25
At that time Jesus said, "I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things
from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children. 26 Yes, Father, for this is what you were pleased to do.
27
"All things have been committed to me by my Father. No one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the
Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.
28
"Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you and
learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy and my
burden is light." Matthew 11:25-30 NIV
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Who are the wise and learned?
What did God hide from the wise and learned and revealed to little children? Why would God have done that?
What did He mean “no one knows the Son?
Who does Jesus invite to come to Him?
Is Jesus’ yoke easy and His burden light?

