JUNE 27/29 – FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Letters from Exile: Grounded in Christ

Isaiah 40:27-31
27

Why do you complain, Jacob? Why do you say, Israel, “My way is hidden from the LORD; my cause is
disregarded by my God”?
28
Do you not know? Have you not heard? The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the
earth.
He will not grow tired or weary, and his understanding no one can fathom.
29
He gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the weak.
30
Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and fall; 31 but those who hope in the LORD
will renew their strength.
They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary; they will walk and not be faint.
1. Why would the Israelites make a claim that God didn’t care?
2. What are 3 attributes Isaiah use to describe God?
3. What is the meaning of these verses?

Romans 7:1-13
1

Do you not know, brothers and sisters —for I am speaking to those who know the law—that the law
has authority over someone only as long as that person lives? 2 For example, by law a married woman is bound
to her husband as long as he is alive, but if her husband dies, she is released from the law that binds her to him.
3
So then, if she has sexual relations with another man while her husband is still alive, she is called an adulteress.
But if her husband dies, she is released from that law and is not an adulteress if she marries another man.
4
So, my brothers and sisters, you also died to the law through the body of Christ, that you might belong
to another, to him who was raised from the dead, in order that we might bear fruit for God. 5 For when we were
in the realm of the flesh, the sinful passions aroused by the law were at work in us, so that we bore fruit for
death. 6 But now, by dying to what once bound us, we have been released from the law so that we serve in the
new way of the Spirit, and not in the old way of the written code.
7
What shall we say, then? Is the law sinful? Certainly not! Nevertheless, I would not have known what
sin was had it not been for the law. For I would not have known what coveting really was if the law had not said,
"You shall not covet." 8 But sin, seizing the opportunity afforded by the commandment, produced in me every
kind of coveting. For apart from the law, sin was dead. 9 Once I was alive apart from the law; but when the
commandment came, sin sprang to life and I died. 10 I found that the very commandment that was intended to
bring life actually brought death. 11 For sin, seizing the opportunity afforded by the commandment, deceived
me, and through the commandment put me to death. 12 So then, the law is holy, and the commandment is holy,
righteous and good.
13
Did that which is good, then, become death to me? By no means! Nevertheless, in order that sin might
be recognized as sin, it used what is good to bring about my death, so that through the commandment sin might
become utterly sinful. Romans 7:1-13 NIV
1.
2.
3.
4.

Is the Law bad? What is the purpose of the Law?
Are we dead to the law now? If so, how did we die to the law for we have not died yet?
Does “died to the law” that mean we no longer need the law?
How is sin holy?

Matthew 7:21-29
True and False Disciples
21

“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who
does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy
in your name and in your name drive out demons and, in your name, perform many miracles?’ 23 Then I will tell
them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’
The Wise and Foolish Builders
24

“Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man
who built his house on the rock. 25 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against
that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. 26 But everyone who hears these words
of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. 27 The rain came
down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash.”
28
When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed at his teaching, 29 because he
taught as one who had authority, and not as their teachers of the law.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

What is the will of the Father?
Can false prophets prophesy, or cast out demons or perform miracles?
What is significant about the phrase “these words of mine”?
How do we “hear and do”?
Who is the rock in this reading?

